
MAY 2009 
RECTOR’S REFLECTIONS 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem.....how often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings.  
Luke 13:34  
  Jesus talked about himself metaphorically all the time. It was second nature to him. He was a door. He was a gate. 
He was a way. He was a shepherd. And he was a cornerstone. That was how he talked. Images to help people see the 
Messiah. In LukeÕs Gospel, Jesus used another image that feels less familiar, but one that also feels still resonates 
with us. He talked about himself with the feminine image of a mother hen. A mother. That may seem too 
complicated to us at first, especially if we think that the validity of such an image is totally dependent on our 
relationship with our own mother. If we can work our way around whatever relationship we have not had with 
shepherds, we can find a way to see Jesus as a mothering presence and not simply the echo of our own life 
experience. We might first do ourselves the favor of listening to the words of Dame Julian of Norwich. She was a 
14th century mystic who lived in East Anglia. And from a series of visions she had experienced, she began to see in 
God the consciousness of a woman. She wrote: ÒJesus is our true mother, and he is our mother of mercy in taking 
our sensuality.Ó  
  What could that mean? It would give to Jesus the attributes we hope to see in those of offing our lives mothering: 
tending, caring, strong, resilient, loving, suffering, open, nurturing, enduring, and creative.  
  If Jesus can be see as our true mother, then to what kind of childhood does that call us? What does that life look 
like for us? It means that if we follow him, he will protect us with a motherÕs steely love, will nurture us with a 
motherÕs intimacy, and he will guide us with a motherÕs wisdom. I realize that the image of Jesus as a mother can 
easily become sentimental or cynical. After all, relationships are complicated and the relationship we have with our 
mother is no less complicated and hardly perfect. But, shed of any sentimentality or cynicism, there is a kind of Òno 
matter whatnessÓ to the relationship of a mother and child at its best. No matter how far we wander, no matter what 
we have done with life or what life has done to us, somehow, we know where home is. At least the hope of home is 
there. The hope of love waiting for us there. Maybe even with milk and cookies.  
  The famous Olympic diver, Greg Louganis, was asked once how he handled the pressure of losing in such a 
competitive world of athletics. He said that he could handle the pressure because he knew that, no matter what 
happened, his mother would still love him. I think that is exactly what we are offered in Jesus Christ. no mater what 
we think of ourselves and how we have made a mess of our lives. No matter how many wrong turns we have taken, 
false hopes we have raised, or dreams we have shattered for ourselves, Jesus calls us home and welcomes us at his 
table. No matter what, he still says to us: ÒCome to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls.Ó  
  Before my mother died, I began to call her with some very specific things in mind. I wanted to thank her for the 
things she had given me; thing that were not the usual. Among other things, I thanked her for the gift of music and 
all that it has meant to my life. She was the one who played the beautiful music on the piano and she was the one 
who got me the music lessons. She introduced me to jazz. How cool is that? And I called to thank her for the gift of 
this Church that she gave to me. Some of my earliest memories are about being in church. It began with a sense of 
belonging. A place to be. Where life was lived and celebrated. Where sorrows were not ignored. That same sense of 
knowing of a place to come to remains with me.  
  In a sense, MotherÕs Day is simply a thank-you note. It is an offering of thanks for being alive, much as each day is 
always an offering of thanks to Jesus Christ for our new life in him. So, pick up the phone, head for the card shop, 



and get to the florist early. Better yet; why not bring your mom to church with you and show her that you have 
learned what giving thanks is really all about?  
                            The RevÕd Jeffrey H. Walker+ 
 

 
SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 NEWS 
  ItÕs time to intensify your prayers. The Search Committee has made a recommendation to the Vestry! Because of 
the confidential nature of the search process, I am not yet at liberty to disclose the name of the priest who has been 
recommended. The Vestry still has to formally act on the recommendation (which I expect they will do very soon) 
and the priest must accept the position, assuming the Vestry makes a formal call. Please pray that the discernment of 
the Vestry and the priest will end with our being able to install a new Rector within the next few months.  
  In the meantime, and because there is always the possibility that something will prevent our first choice from 
joining us here at St. JamesÕ, the Search Committee will continue to work diligently until a final decision is reached. 
For now, the search process is still underway and our work as a committee continues in earnest. We will, of course, 
make any appropriate announcements as soon as we are able to provide further information. So for now, please 
understand that our search for a new Rector is not yet over. Please donÕt assume that the process is at an end because 
it is surely not at an end at this time. While we may be close, we might still have a long way to go, so be please be 
patient and most especially please be prayerful.  
  Also, the Committee recently met with Canon Ann Normand to review the progress of our search. We had a lively 
and productive meeting with Cannon Normand and we are most grateful to her and to everyone at the Diocese of 
Texas for their support of St. JamesÕ. Canon Normand and Bishop Doyle have offered to assist whomever we call to 
be our Rector and we are especially grateful to them for their offers of assistance and hospitality. Please include 
them in your prayers.  
  As always, the Search Committee is thankful to each of you for your continued support and prayers for the work 
that we do in your name. 
                  Faithfully yours, Lora J. Livingston, Chair 
 

 
 

HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR 
Hosted by 

 The East Austin Wellness Initiative 
& 

“The Top Ladies of Distinction” 
SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2009 from 10a.m. Ð 1 p.m. 

Founders Hall 
This health event is free and open to all members of the community 
Wellness Services and Health Education 
  Chiropractic services 
  Acupuncture 
  Chair Massage 
  iabetes and Kidney Disease 
  Medicare Preventive Services 
  Nutrition Information 
Health Risk Assessment Information to Help you “Know Your Numbers” 
  Blood Pressure 
  Blood Sugar 
  Cholesterol 
  Body Mass Index (BMI) 

ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN 
Enjoy healthy refreshments and a free raffle every half hour! 

For more information, please contact Joyce Christian, Nurse Coordinator for East Austin Wellness Initiative at (512) 
926-6339 or at joycechristian@austin.rr.com 

 
 



HELP WANTED!  
"Reset" Affinity Group  

  For lack of a better description this group would, on a monthly basis, be responsible for 'resetting' the furniture in 
the sanctuary.  Members of this affinity group would make sure that furniture is returned to its appropriate position, 
pews (which tend to slide back) are moved forward, that a Book of Common Prayer, 1982 Hymnal and Lift Every 
Voice and Sing Hymnal are located in every book holder in the nave and in the choir loft, make sure that dust 
bunnies are removed from the books which are on the floor in front of the first pews and the pews on the wall in 
back of the sanctuary. A schematic will be provided to help with this task.  
  The 'reset affinity group' will be one of many 'unseen' ministries which make a difference in the way the 
congregation worships together. We are encouraging members of the congregation to police the area around your 
seat each Sunday as you leave. Recycle worship booklets and other paper, place trash in an appropriate receptacle in 
the Ôgathering area.'  The sacred space must be Ômade ready'  to receive people who worship after the service you 
attend. That means that when one enters every service following the 8 a.m. service, the orderliness and cleanness of 
space will be the same. The 6 p.m. service should leave the space ready to receive members who worship at 7:30 
a.m. on Wednesday mornings.  The children and staff of St. JamesÕ School have offered to do their share, by 
'resetting' the space following their weekly chapel service.  The care of St. JamesÕ is the responsibility of all its 
members...we must be diligent about insuring that the sanctuary is always ready to celebrate the liturgy.    The Lord 
is Risen Indeed 
    Ora Houston, Director Congregational Involvement                   
 
 

SNAPSHOT 
  We have among us at St. JamesÕ a man with a passion for justice who has spent his entire law careerÑ all 35 years 
of itÑ working for the civil rights of the poor, the undocumented, the discriminated against, and others whose civil 
liberties have been violated. 
  Jim Harrington is the Director of the Texas Civil Rights Project.  He moved to Texas from Michigan in the early 
70s after receiving his law degree at the University of Detroit, a Jesuit institution, after switching to law from a 
planned doctorate in Spanish Existentialism.  Jim spent his high school and college years in seminary, where he 
chose Spanish as his foreign language.   This enabled him during law school summers to work with migrant groups 
in Michigan.  After graduation, when he learned about legal aid jobs available in California and Texas farm worker 
programs, he chose Texas.   
  Jim spent 10 years in the Rio Grande Valley with the South Texas Project working for farm workers and the poor 
living in the colonias.  Along with major cases involving police brutality and discrimination, he assisted in 
organizing United Farm Workers.  He was the Texas attorney for Cesar Chavez.  In the mid-80s, Jim left the Valley 
for Austin as the Legal Director of the Texas Civil Liberties Union Foundation. In 1990, he and an associate split 
from the TCLU to form the Texas Civil Rights Project. 
  Besides Austin, JimÕs organization operates in El Paso, San Juan, Odessa, and Houston.  There are 32 people on his 
staff, nine of them attorneys.  All of their funding, with the exception of gains from legal victories, is private, 
coming from foundations and individuals alike.   Salaries in this field are not high, but Jim says that has never 
concerned him; he and his family always had financial security.  Besides, he adds, he has always believed in ChristÕs 
parable about the birds of the air and the flowers in the fieldÑ his organization has  always received the support it 
needed when it needed it. 
  The purpose of the Texas Civil Rights Project is the protection of the rights of individuals and groups.  Two 
attorneys work with Texas prisons on abuses, inadequate conditions, and disability issues.  Nine staff are involved in 
the Violence Against Women Program (VAWA), a program developed on behalf of undocumented women who are 
victims of abuse.  Jim says there are 90,000 undocumented women in the state with no legal recourse.   The Project 
has recently received a contribution that is enabling them to hire an MSW social worker who will concentrate on the 
physical and emotional needs of the women and their children.  Eventually he hopes to expand that part of the 
program with social work interns.  
  Other current projects include suits relating to:  paper trails for electronic voting machines; getting rid of special 
licenses for temporary workers; suing the Texas Department of State Health ServicesÕ Infant Blood Databank, the 
collection of blood samples of all infants born in Texas; disability cases; police brutality.  Articles about these and 
many other cases can be found on the ProjectÕs web page. 
  Jim says that while the Texas Civil Rights Project is respected by the legal community as doing serious and 
competent work, the organization is not especially embraced by the establishment.   Jim was once introduced to a 
business audience as the ÒDarth Vader of Texas.Ó 



  When asked what informs his remarkable legal career, Jim says simply that he is doing what the Gospel requires.  
In that vein, Jim spends two Saturdays each month at the Micah 6 food pantry at University Presbyterian Church.  
He has three adult children who have followed in his footsteps: one son runs the VAWA program, two are teachers 
in San Antonio, though one, who is also involved in union organizing, plans to leave teaching for graduate studies in 
social work. 
  What brought Jim to St. JamesÕ several years ago after a lifetime in the Catholic Church?  He had heard about St. 
JamesÕ from friends like Bill Bradshaw.  He was searching for Òan authentic communityÓ, and he feels that he has 
found one at St. JamesÕ.  Jim also admires the more ÒdemocraticÓ structure of the Episcopal Church, and especially 
the greater role for women. Yet he still has ties to the Catholic Church.  Last month he concluded a six-week 
confirmation class he led at the University Catholic Center, one of many he has taught over the years. 
                             Karen Bordelon Hartwell              
       

PHOTOGRAPHY 201: Beyond the Basics 
May 29-31 at Camp Allen Conference Center 

This conference is designed to improve photography skills.  The hands-on workshops, taught by commercial 
photographer Frank Curry, will cover both technique and post-production.  Participants need to bring a DSLR 
camera and be familiar with basic settings and applications of the camera. $230 double occupancy, $290 single 
occupancy includes lodging, meals and workshops.  Call Lauren Day at 936-825-7175 for additional information. 

 
ST. JAMES’ 

EPISCOPAL SCHOOL 
  The first Saturday in April, we held an outside work day at the school.  The Building and Grounds Committee of 
the school organized the day and had parents, staff members, and board members attending.  There were a little over 
a dozen people working on the school grounds.  It was a beautiful, cool day, one that was perfect for outside work.  
We began at 9 a.m., broke for lunch together on the deck, and continued to work until about 3 p.m.   
  Lunch was delightful.  We sat out on the deck in a circle of chairs, overlooking the playground and marveling at 
our good work.  We told stories of family and friends, and just relaxed together.  Board members, parents, and staff 
members shared themselves with people who had been strangers.   
  We had a terrific time that day.  Each person had a job, and we all tackled our tasks with gusto.  We raked wood 
chips up from the grass, edged around the sidewalks, fence line and playground border, weeded and cleared 
brambles and underbrush, cleaned windows, tightened screws on the deck and doors, and hauled truckloads of 
underbrush and debris away.  When all was said and done, we were tired but so satisfied.  There is something really 
comforting and even healing about a task that has a beginning, middle and an end within a six hour time span.  All 
of us deal with so many open-ended situations in our lives that it is a blessing to be able to see something through to 
the end in just one day.  And, to have that task contribute to the delight and comfort of the children of the school just 
added to our blessing.   
  The children noticed the change immediately upon arriving Monday morning.  At chapel time, I spoke about the 
work that had been done, and the children had already been discussing the changes on the grounds amongst 
themselves.  They told me so.  This is their space, and they are very aware of everything that transpires here.  I was 
happy they took seriously the charge that they needed to maintain the cleanliness of the space prepared for them.  
TheyÕre trying hard to do just that.  IÕm grateful for everyone who came out to help on that day and for the children 
who delight in this space.  It was a great day!   
                                Glennie Burgess, Head of School 
 

JOURNEY TO ADULTHOOD 
  The young people of St. JamesÕ (ages 11 thru high school) are back at their usual activities after a break for 
celebrating Easter in the parish context.  In the past two weeks they have donned work clothes and picked up screw 
drivers and wrenches and put together the new swing set which you can see as the playground designed for our 
youngest parish members.   
  There will be an EYC session on May 3 and J2A sessions on May 17 and May 24.  (May 10 is ÒTake-your-mother-
out-to-lunchÓ Sunday.)  May 31 is scheduled as our-end-of-the-year celebration, and we are planning a swimming-
and-picnic party.  The location has not been determined yet. 
   



The Journey-to-Adulthood program will  have finished its fourth season at St. James.Õ  It offers activities for those 
members who are no longer children but are not yet adults.  We encourage them to think of this part of their lives as 
a journey, along which they are developing the various skills they will need to have when they take their places in 
the adult world.  And that will not be long now:  watch out for them!  They are on their JOURNEY TO ADULTS 
 Jo Krouse, Coordinator 
 

BUENOS DIAS # 18:  
RELIABLE WORKERS AT YOUR SERVICE 

TELEPHONE Enrique Carbonell 386-7814 (Spanish), Oscar Ponce 351-7501 (Spanish and English), Jack & Susan 
Robertson 453-4115 (Spanish and English).  
  We will work all the jobs you have--garden and yard trim and landscaping, leaf clearance, clean buildings inside 
and out, move furniture. $50 per day for 6-7 hours + lunch. 
  The self-help group named So�adores Anónimos (Dreamers Anonymous) knows these workers. They seek work, 
not a handout. Several regularly attend the Spanish-language church service each Sunday at 1 p.m.  When you have 
work to offer, please call to make arrangements. YouÕll never again need to visit the day-work sites to hire unknown 
people. 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION NEWS 
  Special thanks to the Margarita Arroyo for helping with the Communion Retreat. We had fourteen children and 
their parents participate in the retreat. It was an inspirational day. 
  Also, special thanks to all of the parents who helped with all of the Easter preparations. They stuffed bags, hung 
butterflies, and prepared flowers. 
  On Palm Sunday the children enjoyed a visit from Fred the donkey then the Communion Class and Godly Play 
children participated in a "mock" Last Supper complete with bitter herbs and mutton from Willie's bar-be-que. 
   Mila Jackson, Director of Christian Formation 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AT ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 
  Our mission is to serve God, by assisting in the formation of Christians from birth through age 12, using hands on, child 
centered programs, nestled in a diverse, loving and Episcopalian community. 
 

 
 

Nursery 
 
 
 
 

8 a.m.  BirthÐAge  5  
10:15 a.m.  BirthÐAge 3 !  

2 p.m.  Birth Ð Age 5 
6 p.m.  BirthÐAge 5 

Snack provided 
Available during all services and special events 

  Friendly childcare providers create a safe, inviting, and loving environment for infants and toddlers.  We have one room for 
infants and one room for toddlers.  The toddler side of the nursery is equipped with a pint sized potty.  Each room has age 
appropriate furniture and toys.  For added safety, parents sign their children in and out of the nursery.  Infants and toddlers play, 
sing, eat snack, listen to story books, and interact in a loving community especially designed for them. 
Children’s Choir 
Under the direction of Michelle Jordan, children rehearse and sing during four  services throughout the church year:  Aloha 
Sunday, ChildrenÕs Sabbath, Christmas Pageant; and End of the church school year.  Rehearsals are held four weeks prior to each 
service from 9:00am-10:15am.   

9 a.m.–10 a.m. 
THE “SUNDAY PAPER” TIMES  
(3 year olds – 5th Grade) 
This is a centers approach to Christian Formation available during Adult Forum and Choir Rehearsal.  We interact with the 
Sunday Paper, a weekly paper that follows the lectionary written especially for children by Gretchen Pritchard.   It teaches the 
lessons, psalms and Gospel to children using interesting cartoons.  The children participate in a variety of activities related to the 
lessons or Gospel. The children have the choice to work in centers that involve art, music, drama, and cooking.  We rehearse for 
the ChildrenÕs Choir, periodically.  A snack is provided.  
   



10 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 
CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

Atrium I (Age 3, 3 1/2 – Age 4)    
Atrium II (Kindergarten –1st Grade) 
  In the Level I Atrium, children three and four years of age come to know God in the form that is most concrete for them.  That 
is God as Jesus.  Each child comes to know and love Jesus as the little baby born on Christmas morning; Jesus as The Good 
Shepherd; and Jesus as the Light of the World.  Catechists facilitate the development of a loving relationship between each child 
and The Good Shepherd.   
  In the Level II Atrium, kindergartners Ð first graders are ready to explore a larger concept of God.  They are ready to delve 
more deeply into the idea of God as both the redeemer and creator.  Again the Catechists facilitate the development of a loving 
relationship between each child and God the Father and God the Son.  
Please join us from 10:00am – 10:15am for snack and fellowship in the Purple Winona Miles Building then from 10:15am 
– 11:15am for worship in the Atriua which are housed in the Purple Winona Miles Building and the Orange Building.   

10:00am-11:15am 
GODLY PLAY 

 (2nd Grade – 5th Grade) 
Godly Play is a method of Christian education and spiritual direction for children age 2-12.  (At St. JamesÕ 2nd grade- 5th grade) 
The goal of Godly Play is to teach children the art of using religious language Ð parable, sacred story, silence, and liturgical 
action Ð to help them become more fully aware of GodÕs presence in their lives.  Godly Play is not a ÒroteÓ or ÒtransferÓ method 
of teaching and learning.  It is an experiential, ÒdiscoveryÓ method which engages the whole child Ð hands, heart, mind, senses, 
and intuition.  This is the best way for children (perhaps all of us) to internalize and retain what we learn   The children have the 
opportunity to ÒenterÓ the story, ÒwonderÓ about it, and then find and express meaning that connects to their own lives.   Instead 
of meditating abstractly on GodÕs word, the children ÒmeditateÓ in an artistic and kinesthetic way.  Thus, Godly Play helps 
children know God Ð not just know about God or about the Bible. 
                                      Continued on page 6 
Christian Formation, continued from page 5 
Excerpts from Center for the theology of Childhood – Jerome Berryman 
Please join us from 10 a.m.–10:15 a.m. for snack and fellowship in the Purple Winona Miles Building then from 10:15 a.m.–
11:15 a.m. for worship in the Godly Play Worship Center which is housed in the Orange Building.  Mila Jackson, Director of 
Christian Formation 
mijackso@sbcglobal.net 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT PROGRAM 
 Programs to be announced.  Please see the Sunday Service Bulletin for information about the Sunday morning Adult forum. 

MONDAY NIGHT ADULT PROGRAM 
  The Intercessory Prayer Group meets each Monday night at 6 p.m. at the Church and is open to all who wish to pray for others 
with a group of people.  Please feel free to come and join us at the Church. 
  The Seekers is a forum for St. JamesÕ members that have the desire to expand their hearts and minds and to share their ideas and 
reflections about faith with each other.  We have guest speakers of DVDÕs on a variety of spiritual topics followed by group 
discussions.  We meet on the third Monday of each month from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Seminary of the Southwest.  For more 
information on The Seekers, contact Sharon Elmore at 928-0475 or sharonelmore@austin.rr.com.  

TUESDAY NIGHT ADULT PROGRAM 
 All women of St. JamesÕ and their friends are invited to join Phenomenal Woman meetings that are held on the second Tuesday 
of every month.  We gather at a rotating list of membersÕ homes and begin with a light potluck supper followed by a program led 
each month by the host. 
  Please join us for an informative evening and fellowship and bring a dish to share as you are able.  For more information  and 
specific directions for this monthÕs  meeting and to RSVP, please email Colleen Waller at cwaller@austin.rr.com or call 401-
39085.    

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT PROGRAM 
 The VoltronsÐthe 20's and 30's group at St. James: enthusiastic, educated, motivated and excited about you joining us for weekly 
discussion!   Our discussion topics cover a range of perspectives, including theological, political, socio-cultural, economical and 
practical.  We meet every Wednesday night from 8-10 p.m. at a memberÕs home.  Our meeting location varies by month.  
Additional information can be viewed on our website: www.voltrons.pbwiki.com.  For more information please contact Ryan 
Parks (791-6998) or voltrons@stjamesaustin.org. 
 



THE MAKING OF A PARISH' - 2/97  
  In February, 1997, St. James' became a parish of the Diocese of Texas.  The change in status occurred during the 
opening Eucharist at the Diocesan Council at Hyde Park Baptist Church.  The DVD was shown in February.  All 
copies of the DVD were sold.  There have been additional requests for personal copies of this historic DVD.  I will 
be placing another order the middle of May.  If anyone is interested please contact me at 
beinvolved@stjamesaustin.org  or 474-7571.  The copies are $15.00 and are not to be duplicated.  All funds received 
are deposited in the Congregational Involvement line item which suffered a budget cut.  
          Ora Houston, Congregational Involvement 
 

SOMETHING TO MAKE  
YOU SAY 'HUM'?   

  One day, a person went to visit a church. They got there early, parked the car and got out. Another car pulled up 
near, the driver got out and said, "I always park there! You took my place!" The visitor went inside for Sunday 
school, found an empty seat and sat down. A young lady from the church approached and stated, "That's my seat! 
You took my place!" The visitor was somewhat distressed by this rude welcome, but said nothing.  
   After Sunday school, the visitor went into the sanctuary and sat down. Another member walked up and said, 
"That's where I always sit! You took my place!" The visitor was even more troubled by this treatment, but still 
nothing was said. Later as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among them, the visitor stood up, and 
the person's appearance began to change.    Horrible scars became visible on his hands and on his feet. Someone 
from the congregation noticed him and called out, "What happened to you?" As a crown of thorns appeared, and a 
tear fell from his eye, the visitor replied, "I took your place."  
  Maybe, just maybe, we will think of who took our place the next time we are faced with a similar situation. 
'Radical hospitality' means not claiming a space, a place, a seat or a pew.  
(Author Unknown; Adapted for use at St. James - Austin) 
               Ora Houston Congregational Involvement 
 

HOUSEKEEPING CORNER 
 In an effort to cut down on verbal announcements, we are reminding the congregation: Please get all 
announcements to the Office by 5 p.m. on  Wednesday so they can be included in the bulletin.  Electronic 
announcements are sent to Hugh Craig for distribution on Thursdays by 5 p.m. each Wednesday at 
hcraig1436@aol.com.   Verbal announcements must be given at all four Sunday services. If the request is for the 
clergy to make the announcement, provide a copy prior to Sunday morning.  
  Office hours are: Monday through Friday, 10 am to 2 p.m.  Of course, you may leave a message on the answering 
machine and weÕll get back to you as soon as possible. 

                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER FOR MOBILE LOAVES & FISHES 
SATURDAY, MAY 16 

Mobile Loaves and Fishes (MLF), the monthly St. James' outreach and ministry to our homeless brothers and sisters 
in Austin, is Saturday, May 16.  Although we can count on a core group of St. James'  volunteers every third 
Saturday, we would be very grateful to have more helping hands and hearts join us this month. From 9:30-10:30 
a.m. we make sandwiches and load the mobile canteen with  food, fruit, snacks and other refreshments. Those who 
are able then ride in our van or accompany us in their cars to downtown Austin where we serve the food and other 

St. James' Vestry Members: 
Mary Lou Adams 
Patricia Braithwaite 
Simone Talma Flowers - Senior Warden 
Charlie Gunn - Junior Warden 
Elenor Hardin 
Bill Ikard 
Jim Johnson 
Alex Ogunmuyiwa 
Seth Wallace 



refreshments to needy men, women and families until 11:15 a.m. We are usually finished between 11:30 a.m. and 
noon.   As many high schools require that students spend a certain number of hours of volunteer work in order to 
graduate, MLF is an excellent opportunity for young people to serve their community. 
  MLF is located at 903 South Capital of Texas Highway (360) - on the grounds of St. John Neuman Church.   For 
more information or to let them know they can count on you to help, please contact Erik and Kathy Kwiecienski, St. 
James' lead ministers of this community service, at kathykski2005@yahoo .com or by phone to 512-431-1530. The 
Mobile Loaves and Fishes building is on the east side of Capital of Texas Highway between Lost Creek Blvd. and 
Las Cimas Blvd (look for the historic marker sign). Las Cimas Blvd is the next intersection south of Bee Caves. If 
you are able to  donate clothing (especially cotton knit shirts and T-shirts, white tube socks, gym shoes, sweaters, 
coats) or toiletries, these are always very needed and appreciated.  
                             Madeline Rae Gill 
 

E-GIVING 
Credit cards\debit cards and automatic draft now available on St. James’ website!!! 

  We have added the capability to our website for the use of credit and debit cards and setting up automatic drafts 
from your bank accounts to the church accounts.  When you go to our website, www. stjamesaustin.org,  you will 
see the ÒEgivingÓ link under the Members tab that is on the home page.  If you have not Òsigned inÓ, you will be 
required to create a user name and password.  After you have Òsigned inÓ you will be taken to the eGiving Main 
Menu, which lists many options.. From this list you can select, ÒGo to my organizationÕs E-giving Transaction 
page.Ó There you will be shown the various funds you can donate to.  There is one blank space to add in whatever 
fund you would like it to go to, such as Jazz at St. JamesÕ, Trinity Center, Capital Campaign.  This information, but 
not your card number, etc. is provided to us on a weekly basis and then we distribute it to the appropriate place and 
record it in your contributions summary.   
  You are given the option to do a one-time donation or set up a recurring one.  For those interested in setting a set 
amount and forgetting about it, this option is a good one.  Another way to do this is through your online banking, 
most online banking services  can do  the same thing; many people at St. JamesÕ do this already.   
 While we are very happy to provide this convenience to you we also strongly discourage using credit cards for 
amounts you cannot pay off in   that month.  Credit is a dangerous game in our society right now, please be  careful 
with it!  If you have technical questions contact our webmaster, Margaret Listberger.  Please let her know any 
problems you have.  
 

ST. JAMES' MAILBAG 
Dear St. JamesÕ Community, 

  Since my last update in March, I have really begun my work with the World Student Christian Federation in 
Geneva.  (www.wscfglobal.org)  I have begun to settle into a ÒroutineÓ here, even if my work is nothing but routine.  
I have found housing and have started going to the Episcopal Church, Emmanuel, here.   My work is a mix of many 
different things: some editing, some fundraising and some ecumenical networking.  I have begun working on both 
the WSCF annual report and our academic journal Student World.  You can find downloadable copies of both of 
these on our website.  The work that I am doing here in helping to continue the tradition of this organization that is 
over 115 years old!   I am also spending a large portion of my time on fundraising because my position here is 
dependant my funding.  I recently mailed out another letter to all my family and friends explaining my situation 
more in depth.  There should be copies available at St. James.  Thanks once again for supporting me this year.  I 
literally would not be here without the support of St. James.  To learn more email me 
maryannphilbrook@gmail.com or go to my website www.maryanningeneva.blogspot.com .  IÕll see you all in ten 
months!   
                                     Mary Ann 
 

ODDS & ENDS 
 
 
Diocesan Contemporary Music Workshop, Friday, May 1, 6 p.m. and Saturday, May 2, 9 a.m. 
Building and Grounds, Tuesday, May 12. 
Vestry Meeting, Sunday, May 17, 12:20 p.m. 
Finance Committe Meeting, Thursday, May 21, 6 p.m. 
St. James' School Board, Wednesay, May 27, 5:30 p.m. 



Anglican Cycle of Prayer 
Week of May 3--In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we give thanks for the church in North Central Philippines.  We 
give thanks for all in our community and this week we give thanks for Catherine and Andrea Petit; Maryann 
Philbrook; Chris Pieper and Robyn Ross; Betsy Pilkington and Tom Jensen, Michael Thomas; Cath Polito. 
Week of May 10--In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we give thanks for the church in North Queensland (Australia).  
We give thanks for all in our community and this week we give thanks for Oscar and Selene Ponce, Stefany, 
Natalia; Katherine Poole; Brad and Elizabeth Powell, Walker, Ella Louise; David and Kahryn Pulkingham; Martha 
Pulkingham-Morales and Joe Morales; Joe, Graham, Ella; Joe Randel. 
Week of May 17--In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we give thanks for the church in Northern Mexico.  We give 
thanks for all in our community and this week we give thanks for Michelle Dawn Ray; Sue Reed, Makeda and 
Tafari Robertson; Gerardo Reyes; Judith Rhedin; Greg and Suzanna Rickard, Paul; Rick and Jackie Richter. 
Week of May 24--In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we give thanks for the church in Northwestern Pennsylvania 
(Province III).  We give thanks for all in our community and this week we give thanks for Jack and Susan 
Robertson; Trina and Dale Robertson, Zakiya, Amara; Judy Robinson; Patty Robinson; Heather Rodgers; Natalie 
Rodgers. 
Week of May 31--In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we give thanks for the church in Ogbomoso (Province of Ibadan, 
Nigeria).  We give thanks for all in our community and this week we give thanks for Lucie Ross; Joy Roswell, 
Sujata; Loriene Roy, Owen Hunter; Eddie Pearl Rucker; Dorothy Ruhl; Jennifer Saenz, Jacob. 
  Ans please remember in your prayers this month, St. James' School, Round Rock Medical Center, Huston-Tillotson 
University, the Seminary of the Southwest.  And pray for our seminarian Jeff.  Pray for all in our armed forces, for 
those who mourn, for the unemployed and for our enemies. 
 
 

PRAYER 
“An Outline of the Faith, commonly called the Catechism” found on pages 856-857 in the Book of Common Prayer 
describes seven forms of prayer.  Listed below are those persons who have requested (or someone has requested on 
their behalf) intercessory prayer.   
Please pray for Soozie; People with Special Needs; Daniel Reber; Halle Brent and family; Nick DeAngelis; Dorothy 
Collins; John Griffing; Larry Rickard; Jim Morriss; Evelyn Echert and family; Richelle; Gini Ragsdale and family; 
Enid and Violet; Alice Colt; Susan Parker, her husband Michael and children Marina and Sam; Natasha Smithey; 
Bill I kard; Margaret Listberger; Lucas Liston. 
  Wanda Hinton, Myrna Kerr, James Sellers, Chioima Okoro, Joe Snyder, Kevin Talma, Cathy Whatley. 
  Pray without ceasing for the Vestry and for the health, strength and spiritual growth of the St. James' family.  
Prayer time is 9 a.m.  Pray wherever you may be. 
 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons whom it would be easy 
for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all those who have none to care for them or 
pray for them.  Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and turn their sorrow into joy.  Grant this, 
Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve your sick servants and give your power of healing to 
those who minister to their needs, that they may be strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your 
loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
O merciful Father, who hast taught us in thy Holy Word that thou dost not willingly afflict or grieve thy children: 
Look with pity upon the sorrow of thy servants for whom our prayers are offered.  Remember them, O Lord, in 
mercy, nourish their souls with patience, comfort them with a sense of thy goodness, lift up thy countenance upon 
them, and give them peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
  Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking: 
have compassion on our weakness and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not and 
for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this parish family.  



Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.  Grant us all things necessary for our common 
life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Come to  

The Welcome Table 
The Core Values of St. James’ Episcopal Church, Austin, Texas 

 
St. James’ Episcopal Church is a warm, lively Christian community called by our Lord 
Jesus Christ to love one another, to welcome into our midst all people, and to proclaim 
the Gospel by serving the needs of the world we live in.  The life of the parish is 
centered in the Episcopal tradition of worship. 
 
Heritage 

“The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.” 
Psalm 118:22, Matthew 21:42, Mark 12:10, Luke 20:17. 

We cherish, affirm, and hold fast to our African-American heritage.  Remembering that St. James’ was founded 
by black Episcopalians who were not welcome in white churches in Austin, we strive to be a church where all of 
God’s children can worship in a spirit of loving acceptance. 

 
Welcome 

“Wherever you are in your journey of faith, you are welcome at this table.” 

We hear these words at every Eucharist, and we seek to live these words every day in the respect we show for 
one another.  Whoever you are, you are welcome here.  There is a place for everyone at the table at St. James’: 
It is God’s table. 

We work to practice a ministry of radical hospitality, in which we are intentionally inclusive, welcoming, 
respectful, and nurturing. 

St. James’ provides a holy, safe place where we can have fruitful conversations about difficult topics; where we 
support each other in our life in the faith; where we are open to finding new ways to carry out God’s will. 

 
Worship 

Our worship is joyful!  We value our beautiful, spirited, and varied music.  We appreciate creative expressions 
in liturgy and the arts.  We value good preaching.  We seek ways for worship to be a nurturing experience for 
children. 

Our celebrations of the Eucharist are varied to meet the needs of our congregation, including our Spanish-
speaking community. 

We go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  Alleluia! 
 
Stewardship as Service 

God calls us to be faithful stewards of our time, talent, and resources. 

As a community, we have a strong commitment to Christian formation for children, youth, and adults; to 
pastoral care; and to providing multicultural experience. 

Our ministries range from programs located on our church campus – such as St. James’ Episcopal School and 
the East Austin Wellness Initiative – to our partnership with the Ali Arab Hospital in Gaza. 

We value our role in nurturing and helping train seminarians from the Episcopal Theological Seminary of the 
Southwest. 

 
Diversity 

We rejoice in our diversity at St. James’.  St. James’ provides an opportunity for each of us to share our 
Episcopal worship with people who are different from us, and we believe we are all blessed by that experience.  
We pray that our diverse, loving community can be a beacon of hope, a foretaste of God’s Kingdom. 


